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6) S Claim(s) fj? is/are rejected. 
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Application Papers 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
2/14/2006 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Grewe et al. (Des 374,236) in view of Jeong et al. (US 6,681 ,276). 

With respect to claim 1 , Grewe et al. teaches the use of a memory card drive 
comprising: a memory card drive body having a memory interface (Per the title, the 
device is a memory card reader and player and thus must inherently have a memory 
interface to transfer the information from the card) and provided with a shape 
(rectangular) capable of being inserted into a memory card drive slot of a personal 
computer (As illustrated in Fig 3 of the applicants' invention, a shape capable of being 
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inserted into a portable memory card drive slot of a personal computer is rectangular 
which is the shape of the Grewe et al. invention); a plurality of memory card slots 
provided in said memory card drive body oriented in a planar array to accept a plurality 
of memory cards in the same loading orientation; and a plurality of memory cards, 
detachably accommodated in said memory card slots (As illustrated in Fig 1). Grewe et 
al. fails to specifically teach that digital information is recorded through the memory 
interface. 

Jeong et al. teaches the use of a memory card player unit which also records 
Column 7, Lines 12-14). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the memory card player and recorder of 
Jeong et al. with the memory card reader and player of Grewe et al. to provide a means 
of recording information from an electronic device (e.g. computer) to the memory cards 
of Grewe et al. Providing a means of recording adds versatility to the reader and player 
of Grewe et al. Having the ability to record to the device as taught by Grewe et al. 
would further reduce time and money spent on other devices used for the sole purpose 
of recording information on the memory cards which is not provided by Grewe et al. 

With respect to claim 2, Grewe et al. further teaches that the memory card slots 
are provided in a memory card tray (As illustrated in Fig 5) that is loaded into and 
unloaded from said memory card drive body. (As illustrated in Fig 1) 

With respect to claim 3, Grewe et al. teaches the use of a portable memory card 
drive comprising: a portable memory card drive body having a memory interface (Per 
the title, the device is a memory card reader and player and thus must inherently have a 
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memory interface to transfer the information from the card, additionally the device of 
Grewe et al. is portable in that it can be moved from one place to another) and provided 
with a shape capable of being inserted into a portable memory card drive slot of a 
personal computer (As illustrated in Fig 3 of the applicants' invention, a shape capable 
of being inserted into a portable memory card drive slot of a personal computer is 
rectangular which is the shape of the Grewe et al. invention); a plurality of memory card 
slots provided in said memory card drive body oriented in a planar array to accept a 
plurality of memory cards in the same loading orientation; and a plurality of memory 
cards, detachably accommodated in said memory card slots (As illustrated in Fig 1). 
Grewe et al. fails to specifically teach that digital information is recorded through the 
memory interface. 

Jeong et al. teaches the use of a memory card player unit which also records. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine the memory card player and recorder of Jeong et al. with the memory 
card reader and player of Grewe et al. to provide a means of recording information from 
an electronic device (e.g. computer) to the memory cards of Grewe et al. Providing a 
means of recording adds versatility to the reader and player of Grewe et al Having the 
ability to record to the device as taught by Grewe et al. would further reduce time and 
money spent on other devices used for the sole purpose of recording information on the 
memory cards which is not provided by Grewe et al. 

With respect to claim 4, Grewe et al. fails to particularly teach that the portable 
memory card drive body includes a power supply, however the device of Grewe et al. 
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must inherently have some type of power supply to supply power to the device so that 
the device may read and play the information on the memory cards. 

With respect to claim 5, Grewe et al. further teaches that the memory card slots 
are provided in a memory card tray (As illustrated in Fig 5) that is loaded into and 
unloaded from said memory card drive body. (As illustrated in Fig 1) 

With respect to claim 6, Jeong et al. further teaches an opening/closing cover (5) 
pivotally attached to a portable memory card drive body for movement between an open 
position (As illustrated in Jeong et al. Fig 3), in which the memory cards are exposed, 
and a closed position (As illustrated in Jeong et al. Fig 4), in which said opening/closing 
cover covers the memory cards. 

Claims 7-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Grewe et al. (Des 374,236) in view of Jeong et al. (US 6,681,276) and further in 
view of Wallace et al. (US 5,933,328). 

With respect to claim 7, Grewe et al. in view of Jeong et al. teach the claim 
limitations of 4 above, but fail to teach that the power supply is included in a portable 
memory card drive body. 

Wallace et al. teaches the use of a memory card drive with at lease one battery 
that is included in the portable memory card drive body (Column 5, Lines 30-32). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine the battery of Wallace et al. with the memory card recorder, reader, 
and player of Jeong et al. and Grewe et al. to provide a means of operating the device 

r 
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when no power is available. In the event that no direct power was available, the user 
could stili extract data from the memory cards. 

With respect to claim 8, Wallace et al. further teaches that the memory card drive 
has a removable battery pack (Fig 3 element 13; Column 2, Lines 48-49). 

With respect to claim 9, Wallace et al. further illustrates that a power supply (13) 
is at least one battery that is included in a portable holder (defined by the sidewalls of 
element of 13), detachably attached to the portable memory card drive body (Fig 3 
illustrates the device with the battery attached, Figure 4 illustrates the device with the 
battery unattached). 

Alternative Rejection 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Alternatively claims 1-3, 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Le Roux (US 5,563,400) in view of Grewe et al. (US 0374,236). 

With respect to claim 1, Le Roux teaches a memory card drive comprising: a 
memory card drive body (1) having a memory interface (3, and 12) and provided with a 
shape capable of being inserted into a memory card drive slot of a personal computer 
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(Title); a memory card slot (6) provided in said memory card drive body (As illustrated in 
Fig 1); and a memory card (7, 8), detachably accommodated in said memory card slots, 
into and from which digital information is recorded and played back through the memory 
interface. Le Roux further teaches the conventionality of having more than one card in 
the drive body (1) but fails to specifically teach several memory card slots provided in 
the memory card drive body oriented in a planar array to accept a plurality of memory 
cards in the same loading orientation, nor a plurality of memory cards. Grewe et al. 
further teaches a plurality of memory card slots and memory cards orientated in a 
planar array (See Fig 1). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Grewe et al. with that of 
Le Roux to provide additional memory card slots and memory cards in one tray to 
provide additional memory capacity and recording/playback in one drive body. 

With respect to claim 2, Le Roux further teaches that the memory card slots are 
provided in a memory card tray (5) that is loaded into and unloaded from said memory 
card drive body (As illustrated in Fig 1). 

With respect to claim 3, Le Roux teaches a portable memory card drive 
comprising: a memory card drive body (1) having a memory interface (3, and 12) and 
provided with a shape capable of being inserted into a memory card drive slot of a 
personal computer (Title); a memory card slot (6) provided in said memory card drive 
body (As illustrated in Fig 1); and a memory card (7, 8), detachably accommodated in 
said memory card slots, into and from which digital information is recorded and played 
back through the memory interface. Le Roux further teaches the conventionality of 
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having more than one card in the drive body (1) but fails to specifically teach several 
memory card slots provided in the memory card drive body oriented in a planar array to 
accept a plurality of memory cards in the same loading orientation, nor a plurality of 
memory cards. Grewe et al. further teaches a plurality of memory card slots and 
memory cards orientated in a planar array (See Fig 1). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the 
teachings of Grewe et al. with that of Le Roux to provide additional memory card slots 
and memory cards in one tray to provide additional memory capacity and 
recording/playback in one drive body. 

With respect to claim 5, Le Roux further teaches that the memory card slots are 
provided in a memory card tray (5) that is loaded into and unloaded from said memory 
card drive body (As illustrated in Fig 1). 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicants' remarks to claims 1 and 3 are not persuasive. 

Applicants remark that, Grewe or Jeong either taken individually or in 
combination does not teach or suggest that the memory card drive body is provided with 
a shape capable of being inserted into a memory card drive slot of a personal computer, 
however the examiner respectfully disagrees. As detailed in the action above, both 
Grewe and Jeong teaches a rectangular shaped body which is consistent with the 
applicants' specification which clearly discloses in Fig 3 that the shape required to be 
capable of being inserted into a memory card drive slot is rectangle. 
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Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

US 2001/0004339 further teaches a disk drive body utilizing a plurality of memory 

cards. 

. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Zachary M. Pape whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2201 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Thur. & every other Fri. 
(8:00am - 5:00pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynn Feild can be reached at 571-272-2092. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 .(toll-free). 
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